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ACADEMY






CONDITIONS FOR INTERNET ACCESS


Please read this document carefully before signing.

We are pleased to offer the students of Grace Academy access to the Internet through our media center. The Internet offers vast, diverse, and unique resources to both students and teachers.  Our goal in providing this access is to promote educational excellence by facilitating resource sharing, innovation, and communication.

The Internet is an electronic highway connecting thousands of computers all over the world and millions of individual subscribers.  Access to the Internet enables students to explore thousands of libraries, databases, and web sites throughout the world.  

As with any library, with access to computers and people all over the world also comes the availability of material that may not be of educational value in the context of the school setting. On a global network it is impossible to control all materials and any user may discover controversial information.  Grace Academy will do our best to prevent students from accidentally viewing inappropriate materials, but we cannot completely guarantee that no objectionable materials will cross a student's screen.  

We believe that the benefits to students from access to the Internet exceed the possible disadvantages.  But ultimately, parents and guardians of minors are responsible for conveying to their children the godly standards that they should follow when using media and informa​tion sources.  To that end, Grace Academy supports and respects each family's right to decide whether or not to grant Internet access to their children.

Access to network services is given to students who agree to act in a considerate and responsible manner.  Access is a privilege – not a right.  That privilege requires responsibility.

Students are responsible for good behavior on school computer networks just as they are in a classroom or a school hallway.  Communications on the network are often public in nature.  General school rules for behavior and communications apply.  It is presumed that users will comply with school standards and will honor the agreements they have signed.

Students are not allowed to save files on school computers without permission. Any files or programs stored on a school computer may be deleted without warning. Students may save files to floppy disks, but only after a teacher has scanned the disks for viruses.

Internet - Terms and Conditions of Use:

1. Acceptable Use.  The purpose of the Internet is to support research and education by providing access to unique resources.  Should violations occur, they will be dealt with through our discipline policy. The following are not permitted:


a.
Sending or displaying offensive messages or pictures 


b.
Using obscene language 


c.
Harassing, insulting or attacking others 


d.
Damaging computers, computer systems or computer networks 


e.
Violating copyright laws 


f.
Using another's password or revealing it to others 


g.
Trespassing in another's folders, work or files 


h.
Intentionally wasting limited resources 


i.
Employing the network for commercial purposes 


j.
Downloading programs without permission from the System Administrator 

k. Using chat rooms 

l. Instant messaging

m. Checking or receiving e-mail

2. Privileges.  The use of the Internet is a privilege, not a right, and inappropriate use will result in a cancellation of those privileges.  The system administrator and teacher will deem what is inappropriate use and their decision is final.  Violations may result in a loss of access as well as other disciplinary or legal action.

3. Network Etiquette.  You are expected to abide by the generally accepted rules of network etiquette.  These include (but are not limited to) the following:

a. Do not reveal your personal address or phone number, or the addresses or phone numbers of students or colleagues.

b. Do not use the network in such a way that you would disrupt the use of the network by other users.

4. Security.  Security on any computer system is a high priority, especially when the system involves many users.  If you feel you can identify a security problem on the network, you must notify the System Administrator or your teacher.  Do not demon​strate the problem to other users.  Attempts to hack into the system will result in cancellation of user privileges.  Any user identified as a security risk or having a history of problems with other computer systems may be denied access to all Grace Academy computers.  Only those persons who have returned this signed agreement and have been authorized by the System Administrator will have Internet access.

5. Vandalism.  Vandalism will result in loss of privileges in addition to replacing damaged equipment.  Vandalism is defined as any malicious attempt to harm or destroy data of another user, or the Internet, or any computer equipment.  This includes, but is not limited to, the uploading or creation of computer viruses.

6. E-mail. E-mail use is restricted to legitimate research on specified computers. Students will be allowed to send research material to their home computers via e-mail, but they will not be allowed to check and/or receive e-mail at the school. 
Rules for On-line Safety

1.
I will not give out personal information such as addresses and phone numbers without my parents' permission.

2.
I will tell my teacher right away if I come across any information that makes me feel uncomfortable or that I know to be morally or ethically wrong.

3.
I will never send a person my picture or any other item without first checking with my parents.

4.
I will not respond to any messages that are mean or in any way make me feel uncomfort​able. I will tell my teacher right away so that they can contact the on-line service.

5.
I will talk to my parents so they can set up rules for going online, and I will obey their rules even while I am at school.

Grace Academy

 Internet Access Permission/Restriction

CHECK ONE:

· Restriction:

 As the parent or guardian of the student(s) listed below, I do not allow him/her/them to access the Internet. I understand that this restricts all Internet access for all purposes. Whenever the class is using the Internet for educational purposes, my child(ren) may be given an alternative assignment. Whenever students are allowed free time on computers, my child(ren) may not access the Internet during that time.

· Permission:

To gain access to the Internet, all students must obtain parent or guardian permission and must sign and return this form to the school office. To restrict Internet access, do not fill out this form. Instead use the attached Internet Restriction Form. The signatures at the end of this document are legally binding and indicate that the parties who signed have read the terms and conditions carefully and understand their significance.

Parent Agreement:

As the parent or guardian of this student, I have read the Conditions for Internet Access.  I understand that Grace Academy has taken reasonable precautions to restrict controversial material.  However, I also recognize that it is impossible for Grace Academy to restrict access to all inappropriate materials and I will not hold them responsible for materials acquired on the Internet.  I hereby give permission for my child to use the Internet.

Parent’s Full Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Parent’s Signature: ________________________________________________Date: _________________

Student Agreement:
I understand and will abide by the above rules, terms and conditions.  I further understand that any violation of the above is unethical and may constitute a criminal offense.  Should I commit any violation, my access privileges may be revoked, school disciplinary action may be taken, and/or appropriate legal action.

Student's Full Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Student's Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: __________________

Student's Full Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Student's Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: __________________

Student's Full Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Student's Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: __________________

Student's Full Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Student's Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: __________________


Please return this page to the school office.
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